Citing the need to provide urgent information on the impact of COVID‐19 on key populations and produce data to target behavioral health interventions to vulnerable populations, the American Psychological Association (APA) is urging the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to establish within the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention a public‐private partnership to address the pandemic.

The APA in an April 14 letter to the administration has asked the partnership "to coordinate with state and local public health authorities to collect, disaggregate, and report on data related to COVID‐19 to more effectively address this current pandemic and any future outbreaks."

The APA added, "Consequently, establishing the public‐private partnership is a critical public health priority. Specifically, the partnership would provide urgent information on the impact of COVID‐19 on key populations and their characteristics, including socioeconomic status, race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability status, English language proficiency, nativity, and religious beliefs. Importantly this data would be integrated and cross‐tabulated with existing federally‐required data sets."

"The goal is to establish a path forward that produces more usable, granular data that can inform and help target behavioral interventions to vulnerable populations to help flatten the pandemic curve," Arthur C. Evans Jr., Ph.D., CEO of the APA, told *MHW*. "This will require coordination among various state and local public health authorities to collect, disaggregate and report on data related to COVID‐19 to more effectively address this current pandemic and any future outbreaks."

Evans noted that the health system in the United States is very complex, with many different partners at the local, state and federal levels. "It will take both public and private engagement to address the challenges before us," Evans said. "To the degree that we are a partner in these efforts, we assume that a multidisciplinary group will be needed to ensure success."

As an example, Evans pointed to the Association of American Medical Colleges\' submission of a similar letter on April 10. The APA is determining if there are areas both organizations could coalesce around, he said. The American Public Health Association is also beginning to focus on ensuring equal access to testing and treatment and looking at data‐collection methods to inform strategy, Evans noted.

Racial, ethnic disparities {#mhw32346-sec-0002}
==========================

In the letter, the APA stated that states and local jurisdictions have reported higher rates and infections among certain groups, such as racial and ethnic minorities. The organization pointed to the Louisiana Department of Health, where African Americans make up 32% of the population but 70% of its COVID‐19 deaths. In Chicago, the Department of Public Health has reported that black Americans account for 68% of the city\'s 118 deaths and 52% of the roughly 5,000 confirmed COVID‐19 cases, despite making up just 30% of the city\'s population. "**"It will take both public and private engagement to address the challenges before us."**Arthur C. Evans Jr., Ph.D."

According to the letter, "research has documented that even when stigmatized groups can access care, a variety of factors --- including providers\' implicit biases and the inequitable distribution of health care resources --- contribute to a lower overall quality of care and poorer outcomes for these groups relative to white patients."

The goal for the public‐private partnership is to address the reported disparities that have been found in ethnic groups who are dying in high numbers from this virus, said Evans. "Behavioral science offers key insights into the means of viral transmission, strategies to keep individuals and communities safe and understanding the needs of populations that are at higher risk for exposure, given their specific needs and circumstances," he said.

Evans added, "Psychological science also helps shed light on the role of bias, stigma and discrimination as factors that may exacerbate viral spread. None of these insights, however, would be possible without comprehensive surveillance and reporting of public health data."

Will the APA take on a consulting role if a partnership develops? "We would like to be involved in any way that is a benefit to the public," said Evans. "That includes raising awareness, acting as a convener, and identifying psychologists who are experts in the area to provide direct assistance, and, if appropriate, consulting. Our ultimate goal is to play our part in helping to reduce the dramatic disparities in the mortality rates for those who have contracted COVID‐19."
